Histology of loop electrosurgical excision procedures performed on women younger than 21 years and 65 years or older.
To examine the prevalence and histology of loop electrosurgical excision procedures (LEEPs) done on women who are outside the age limits of the updated guidelines for cervical cytologic screening. A database of all LEEPs performed between October 2004 and November 2009 was created. All data on age, human immunodeficiency virus status, cytology and histology before the procedure, and histology of the LEEP specimen were collected. There were 939 LEEPs performed during the study period, and data on 64 cases were excluded because of inadequate information. Fifty-four LEEPs were performed on women who were either younger than 21 years and those 65 years or older. All LEEPs were performed under traditionally accepted indications, except for 1 LEEP, which was excluded. None of the women gave a history of human immunodeficiency virus infection, and none of the older women had a history of abnormal cervical cytologic result before the index case. Of the procedures performed on the adolescents, 24 demonstrated high-grade lesions on LEEP (51.1%). Of the 6 procedures performed on older women, 4 LEEP specimens demonstrated high-grade lesions (66.7%). There were no cancers. We treated many women with LEEP excision who would not have been screened using current 2009 guidelines. Most of these women had high-grade lesions. The new guidelines may not be applicable to all population groups.